
	  

The Hon. Tanya Plibersek, MP 
Minister for Health 
PO Box 6022 
House of Representatives 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 

Dear Minister 

 

On behalf of the Australian Medical Students' Association (AMSA), I would like to 

congratulate you on your appointment as Federal Health Minister.  

 

AMSA is the peak representative body for over approximately 16,500 medical students 

currently studying in Australia. AMSA has worked closely with the Department of Health and 

Ageing and the previous Minister's office in a range of capacities, including policy 

development and the AMSA National Leadership Development Seminar held in Parliament 

House each year. We look forward to continuing to build these relationships with you and 

your staff throughout 2012.  

 

AMSA applauds the efforts of the Government to plan for and accommodate the future 

health workforce, specifically through expansion of internship places to meet the 100% 

increase in medical graduates that has occurred since 2005 and the development of Health 

Workforce Australia’s National Training Plan. However, with capacity already stretched in 

both primary medical degree training and the availability of internships, we will face 

significant challenges as the numbers of medical graduates continues to rapidly increase in 

coming years.  

 

It is worth noting that issues of significant concern to Australian medical students include: 

• the record number of medical students commencing studies in 2012, expected 21% 

increase in graduates from 2011 to 2013, and the implications of this for availability of 

internships and training positions;  

• the critical need to maintain high quality across all levels of medical training, 

particularly clinical training in expanded non-traditional settings; and 



	  

 

• the transition to eHealth and need to ensure that students receive adequate access 

to this system as well as training to ensure that future health professionals have 

sufficient expertise to effectively utilise this system .  

 

I would like to request a meeting to introduce AMSA and discuss the issues affecting 

Australian medical students. Please feel free to have a member of your staff contact our 

office on (02) 6270 5435 or via e-mail: ceo@amsa.org.au to arrange a suitable meeting time. 

 

I look forward to meeting you and to working with you and your team during this important 

time of healthcare reform. 

 

Yours faithfully  

 
 

James Churchill 

President, Australian Medical Students’ Association 

 


