Additional Medical Internships for 2013

Since 2007, the number of graduating medical students has increased from 1,860 to approximately 3,512 in 2012.  While there has never been a guarantee of an intern place for full-fee paying students, the value of keeping Australian-trained graduates employed in Australia’s health system is recognised. Following agreements between the Western Australian, Queensland, Australian Capital Territory, and Northern Territory governments and the Australian Government, additional intern positions are being offered on a one-off basis in 2013.  

Work is currently being undertaken with public and private hospitals, and Postgraduate Medical Councils to establish and accredit additional intern positions for international students graduating from medical school in Australia in 2012 who have applied for, but have not yet received, an offer of internship in 2013.  Work to establish an equitable process for allocation to these positions is also being undertaken.

As states and territories continue to finalise their own intern allocation processes, the actual shortfall of intern positions for 2013 is yet to be determined.

Contact information is now being sought from international students in New South Wales, Queensland and Victoria, where there are still unplaced students, and agreement from students for information to be shared with others, taking into account privacy considerations.

First of all, international students being considered for the additional intern places are those who: 
· will be graduating from an Australian medical school in 2012, having substantially completed those studies in Australia;
· have not received an offer of internship anywhere in Australia for 2013 at this point;  
· provide the required details, via email, as detailed below; and
· meet the English language proficiency requirements of the Medical Board of Australia.

If you satisfy these criteria, please provide the following details:
· your full name;
· your medical school and student number;
· your year of graduation from medical school;
· your postal address;
· your email address;
· your contact phone number, preferably a mobile number; and 
· written confirmation that you have not received an offer of an internship commencing in 2013.

The above information should be provided to the following email address: Interns2013@health.gov.au by close of business on Friday 23 November 2012.  You will then shortly be contacted with further details about the application and assessment process. Note that this process will be separate to any earlier intern application process that you may have applied for.

Please note that by providing this information, you are agreeing that the information you provide can be used during the assessment process and agree that it may, if necessary, be shared with relevant entities such as the Australian Government, state and territory governments, your own medical school, hospitals in which interns may be placed, and Medical Deans Australia and New Zealand.

Your academic record may be made available by your university to assist the assessment process.

Further information
Please note that:
· providing your contact details does not mean you are guaranteed to be offered an internship place for 2013; 
· at this stage, the additional positions are available in Queensland, Western Australia, the Australian Territory, and the Northern Territory; 
· you may still accept an internship through the usual state and territory processes, if you subsequently receive an offer from a state or territory and wish to accept it.  If that happens, please send an email to Interns2013@health.gov.au withdrawing from this process. 
