DRAFT MEDIA STATEMENT
AHMAC takes action on internships for 2013 
     23 July 2012
Medical students across Australia will receive their first round offers for internships from today. 
Australian Health Ministers’ Advisory Council (AHMAC) Chair Kim Snowball said the 2012 graduating class was expected to be the largest on record with more than 3500 graduates – an increase of more than 500 students on the previous year’s record. 
AHMAC met on July 19 to consider the latest information regarding any potential shortfall of internships for international fee paying students of Australian medical schools in 2013. 
“In recent years all states have worked hard to keep pace and accommodate the growth in our local graduates, however as in previous years we are not able to fully guarantee all of the overseas students an internship.” Mr Snowball said.
“Through AHMAC we will be monitoring our capacity to support additional intern places including places for international students graduating in 2012.”
Some students apply for internships in more than one state and the latest information shows that nearly 6300 applications have been submitted by about 3500 students. This means most students have applied more than once for a single Internship and often across several States.
Jurisdictions operate their own intern recruitment rounds and there are normally three rounds of offers and acceptances. The final outcome of each state’s round will not be known until August. It won’t be known if there will be any shortfall of intern places for overseas students until the further round offers are made.
“We would like to reassure all 2012 graduates that the Commonwealth and all states are working together to ensure that we can, once we know the extent of any shortfall, move quickly to expand the number of intern places.” 
AHMAC has measures in place to increase intern capacity including: 
· considering additional capacity in new settings such as the private and non-government sector;
· ensuring that accreditation for any new places is fast tracked; and
· identifying any additional capacity for intern rotations and places.
“We will also continue to work closely with the Medical Deans of Australia and New Zealand to optimize the placement of medical students - domestic and international - into quality training and intern places,” Mr Snowball said. 
